The Royal Law
(NOT the Mosaic Law)

James 2:8

Introduction:

“If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture,

"You shall love your neighbor as yourself," 

you do well;” [NKJV]
I. The Royal Law is Called by Different Names
A. The Royal Law

“If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF," you are doing well.” [NASU]
1.  Primary Law - #1 – The second part of the greatest commandment, it’s the summary of “The Law” – the Mosaic Covenant and the New Covenant.
2.  Worthy of a King

3.  Given by a King 

4.  Fit by a King and His Subjects - The future kings

B. The Law of Liberty [is the implanted Word] – James 1:25

“But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it.”
In context that is, “And receive with meekness the implanted word” (1:21), the gospel in its application to life.

It is a law, but in contrast to the legalistic law. It is a law of liberty.
C.  The Law of Christ - Galatians 6:2

“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”
D.  The Law of Faith – Romans 3:27
“Where is boasting then?  It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.”
E.  The New Covenant – Hebrews 8:8

“Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.”
F.  The Law of the Spirit of Life – Romans 8:1-2
“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.”

II. The Royal Law is Not the Mosaic Covenant – “The Law”  

A. The Mosaic Law has been “Done Away” – 2 Corinthians 3:4-18
“done away” [KJV]; “passing away’ [NKJV]; “fading away” [NASB; NIV; RSV; LB]
Contrasts
                    
        The Law                                              The New Covenant

         
        Letter (3:6)                                                         Spirit



         Kills (3:6)                                                   Spirit Gives Life  


    Ministration of Death (3:7)                                  Ministration of Spirit (3:8)  

    Ministration of Condemnation (3:9)                 Ministration of Righteousness (3:9)  



      Glorious (3:10)                                                 More Glorious 



Moses is Read (3:15)                                   Lord (Jesus) is that Spirit (3:17)
The Living Bible calls the Mosaic Law “that old system of law…”

B.  The Mosaic Law has been Replaced – Hebrews 8:8-13

“…In that He says, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.” (8:13)
Obsolete – outdated, archaic, superseded, outmoded, passé, old, antiquated – i.e.: pony express, horse and buggy, typewriter, Kodak film.
The New Covenant is:
· Inward – Not Outward (8:10)
· Innate – Not Learned (8:11)
· Permanent [Legal] Forgiveness – Not a Temporary Covering (8:12)
· New – Not Old (8:13)
C.  The Mosaic Law’s Priesthood has been Superseded – Hebrews 7:11-22
                     Old Covenant                                                New Covenant          



Order of Aaron                                         Order of Melchizedek (7:11)      



  Tribe of Levi                                                Tribe of Judah (7:13)

     Law of Physical Commandment                          Power of Endless Life (7:16-17)

                       (Mosaic Law)                                                       “You are a priest forever”


        Annulled   (Ended)                                               Lasts Forever (7:18)



      Law                                                                 Better Hope (7:19)


       Good Covenant 


                     Better Covenant (7:22)
III. The Royal Law’s Chief Requirement is Love – 2:8b-c
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself,”
A.  It is the Fulfillment of the Royal Law – 2:8a
When you love your neighbor / “one another” as yourself, you are fulfilling or keeping the King’s [eternal] Law.

The Mosaic Law in its entirety has been done away, but the summary of that law [to love God and thy neighbor] giving by the eternal King is still required. [Nine of the Ten Commandments are restated in the New Covenant]. The Old Covenant was repealed and then replaced with the New Covenant.
Galatians 5:13-14

“through love serve one another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
The New Covenant is the New Commandment,

“A new commandment I (Jesus) give to you, that you love one another...” (John 13:34)
B.  When you Love, You do Well – 2:8c
“…you do well” – “kalos” – “Good”

Notice: It does not say you will be saved, or you will know you are saved.

Matthew 25:21

“His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant…”

Matthew 25:26

“…You wicked and lazy servant,”

James 2:19

“You believe that there is one God. You do well…”

The believer who love the brethren is not just a hearer only, but a doer of the commandment/word.

If you “love your neighbor as yourself” and “do unto others as you would have them do unto you” then are keeping the law of love which the King has commanded you to do.

Matthew 7:12

“Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” [NKJV]
“In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.  [NASU]
“Do for others what you want them to do for you. This is the teaching of the laws of Moses in a nutshell.” [TLB]
